
Vestnik drevney istorii� Вестник древней истории
81/2 (2021), 588–603� 81/2 (2021), 588–603
© The Author(s) 2021� © Автор(ы) 2021

Keywords: burial ground «Prikubanskiy», Maeotian culture, ceramic imports, amphorae, red-
figured skyphoi, black-glazed pottery

The article discusses four graves of the Maeotian burial ground «Prikubanskiy» (№ 186, 253, 
262, 384), dating from ca. 400–350 B.C. Their funeral equipment included, along with local 
hand-made and fired pottery, red-figure skyphoi of the «fluent» style (F. B. Group), amphorae of 
different production centers, and a few black-glazed vessels. Cross-dating of various categories 
of ceramic imports has narrowed the chronology of table vessels and ceramic containers.
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In 1998–2001, in the course of rescue investigations of the Krasnodar archaeologi-
cal expedition of the Kuban State University, a considerable area of a Maeotian ne-
cropolis was excavated near the khutor (farmstead) of Prikubansky (Krasnoarmeysky 

district of Krasnodar Territory), that is situated in the flood-plain part of the right bank 
of the Kuban River, in its lower reaches. Totally, during these four years, 429 burials 
have been excavated where several thousand items of burial inventory including Maeo-
tian wheelmade pottery and handmade ceramics, jewellery, weapon, etc. were found. 
Also a large quantity of imported ceramic ware was uncovered. A monographic publica-
tion of all the finds is expected in the nearest future, but in the present article, we wish 
to publish a small block of four complexes (burials nos. 186, 253, 262 and 384) which 
comprise a set of Attic red-figure skyphoi and amphorae from different production cen-
tres. Cross-dates of these categories of pottery considerably supplement our notions of 
import dynamics of Greek products to the Maeotian milieu. Analysis demonstrates that 
Attic red-figured skyphoi were brought to the Maeotians of the Kuban region during 
a brief period within the first half of the 4th century B.C.

In the burials mentioned, four red-figure skyphoi of the Attic type (type A) with paint-
ing in a ‘fluent’ style have been uncovered. In its style, the painting of these vessels is 
comparable to the latest group of the Attic red-figure ware (‘Fat Boy Group’ or the 
F. B. Group after J. D. Beazley). Fragments with details of a painting of this type and 
a single archaeologically complete skyphos of this group from the Athenian Agora are 
dated to the second – ​third quarters of the 4th century B.C. 1 These skyphoi belong to 
the number of the vessels which were copiously distributed throughout the world of the 
Classic period until the mid‑4th century B.C. 2

All the skyphoi here considered are produced from light-brown clay without discern-
ible admixtures suggesting their Attic origin. In terms of their shape they have walls 
sagged near the bottom and an outturned pointed rim. The handles are of round section 
and trapezoid in the plan, slightly raised. The foot is rounded with a raised edge. The 
red-figure painting in the ‘fluent’ style, rather carelessly applied, is similar on all these 
items in its subject and manner of representations: palmettes beneath the handles, and 
volutes at the sides of the handles. Between the handles, paired figures are represented 
of young men draped in himation standing opposite each other with muffled hands. The 
glaze covers the inner and near-bottom parts of the vessels as well as the handles. The 
glaze is black with brown spots.

Totally, at the Maeotian sites on the right bank of the Kuban, now there are known 
24 red-figure skyphoi in the ‘fluent’ style (including the fragmentary and reused bot-
tom parts). Only 9 items among them are archaeologically complete forms. A com-
plete skyphos in an excellent state of preservation found in burial 46 of kurgan 2 at the 
Sereginskaya necropolis in the trans-Kuban region is dated to the second quarter of the 
4th century B.C. 3 Generally, the period of the use of skyphoi with ‘fluent’ painting, as 

1 Moore 1997, 63, Nо. 1303–1305.
2 Ivanov 1963, 199–201, Pl. 106–108, №  485–488; Trias de Arribas 1967, I, 272, 298, 399, 

506–507, lám. CLXIV, 1, 7; CLXVI, 13; CLXXXI, 1; CLXXXV, 5; CCLVI; CCLVII; Picazo 
1977, 73, lám. XX; Stoyanov, Erim-Ozdogan 2014, 174–175, Fig. 3, 8а‑8b, Cat. №  25.

3 Leskov, Lapushnian 1987, 149, Cat. №  206, Photo XXV; erroneously dated to the late 
4th century B.C.
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demonstrated by the complexes of the Prikubansky necropolis, is limited by the first – ​
early third quarter of the 4th century B.C. 4 This date corresponds well with the chrono-
logical situation with analogous ware in the Northern Black Sea littoral 5 and on the 
Lower Don 6.

For a more complete idea about the Maeotic complexes here considered, a brief de-
scription of the burials (in the chronological order) will be presented below while red-
figure skyphoi, other black-glazed vessels and amphorae from different production cen-
tres encountered in association with them will be separately analysed.

BURIAL NO. 253

This burial was looted in antiquity, no human skeletal remains were here found 7. The 
grave goods: red-figure skyphos, two Thasian amphorae, mesh lekythos, handmade and 
grey-ware pottery, a bronze mirror and several small objects (spindle-whorl, beads, knife).

Of four skyphoi, the vessel from burial No. 253 (Fig. 1, 2) is distinguished in its squat-
ter shape (with slightly tapering lower body) and, according to the standards of the Athe-
nian Agora, it is datable to a slightly earlier time than the ware from other burials, i. e. to 
a range within 400–375 B.C. 8, as already noted before 9. As to the painting, on this vessel 
also the figures of two youths in himation facing each other are depicted. A similar in its 
style fragment of a skyphos from the Athenian Agora is dated to the beginning of the 4th 
century B.C .10 Therefore the skyphos from burial No. 253 can be perhaps considered as 
belonging to a group preceding that of ‘Fat Boy’ (F. B. Group).

The same burial yielded a lekythos with mash ornament (Fig. 1, 1) of which only the 
upper body is preserved; however it is obvious that this toilet vessel belongs to the Boulas 
Group 11. The beginning of the manufacture of such lekythoi in the Mediterranean region 
is dated to the first quarter of the 4th century B.C., while their mass production and wide 
use in the funerary rite falls on the second – ​third quarters of that century 12. This date co-
incides with the period of the regular burying of such lekythoi at necropoleses of the North-
ern Black Sea Region 13. Mash lekythoi are fairly rare finds at Maeotian burial grounds. 
Thus three complete examples were found in the Maryanskaya (Maryinskaya) kurgan 14, 
and yet another one was retrieved from the ritual complex of the Tenginskaya necropo-
lis in the Transkuban region 15. Several fragmentary examples come from the cemetery of 

4 Limberis, Marchenko 2015, 234–239.
5 Rogov, Tunkina 1998, 165; Maslennikov 2012, 70, 72, №  12, 13, Fig. 2, 4–5a; Vdovichenko 

et al. 2019, 49, №  290–326.
6 Brashinskiy 1980, 55.
7 The iron nails uncovered here possibly suggest the presence of wooden litter or a coffin.
8 Sparkes, Talcott 1970, 260, no. 349; Moore 1997, 304, no. 1294.
9 Limberis, Marchenko 2010, 323; 2015, 237.

10 Moore 1997, 304, no. 1294.
11 Vdovichenko, Turova 2006, 42, 116–117, Fig. 21, №  134, 135.
12 Robinson 1950, 148–150, 160–162, pl. 105–108.
13 Rogov, Tunkina 1998, 173–174; Rogov 2011, 120–121.
14 Reports of the Imperial Archaeological Commission (ОАК) in 1912, 54, Fig. 73, above, in 

the centre; Monakhov et al. 2019, 61, Fig. 46.
15 Erlikh 2011, 26, 50, Fig. 68, 5.
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Lebedi III 16. They all belong to different issues and are widely dated to the first half of the 
4th century B.C. As to the lekythos from burial No. 253, it seems to have belonged to one of 
the earliest series and, probably, its date can be placed to within the boundaries of the first 
quarter of the 4th century B.C. At least, a lekythos with exactly the same carefully executed 

16 Limberis, Marchenko 2016а, 67–68.

Fig. 1. Imports from burial No. 253 of the Prikubansky necropolis: 1 – ​net lekythos (КМ 11600/1126); 
2 – ​red-figure skyphos (КМ  11600/1128); 3, 4 – ​amphorae from Thasos (КМ  11600/1120 and 
КМ 11600/1121). Photo and drawings by the authors. Krasnodar, “Krasnodar Historical and 
Archaeological Museum-Reserve named after E. D. Felitsyn” (GBUK KK “KGIAMZ im. E. D. Felitsyna”)
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‘checked’ design over the body and with vertical white spots and bands on the throat comes 
from burial M.04 at the necropolis of Panskoye I, where it was neighbouring an amphora 
of the ‘Murighiol’ type of the beginning of the 4th century B.C .17

Practically identical Thasian amphorae from burial No. 253 (Pl. 1), one with the rim 
and handle lost (Fig. 1, 3, 4), belong to the ‘early biconical’ series (II-B‑1). Stamps on 
the handles or throats are absent inducing us to search for analogues among some reli-
ably dated complexes.

The closest of these parallels include an amphora from the ‘Yuzhny’ kurgan excavat-
ed in 1913 near the stanitsa of Yelizavetinskaya on Kuban, found together with a Her-
aklean amphora with a stamp of the early fabricant Aristippos 18, as well as two similar 
unstamped Thasian amphorae from the Dvugorbaya Mogila kurgan in the Azov Sea re-
gion where they were uncovered in association with Heraklean amphorae with stamps of 
early fabricants Archelas and Eukleiōn 19. In both cases, the vessels are dated to the very 
beginning of the 4th century B.C. In addition, there are similar Thasian amphorae with 
stamps of early magistrates Kuros and Saturos, in the first case from burial No. 254 of 
the Prikubansky necropolis and, in the second, from room No. 32 in Gorgippia, which, 
in turn, are well synchronized within the 390s B.C .20 In our case, amphorae from burial 
No. 253 are well correlated with the date of the skyphos from this burial which is datable 
to within the 390s – ​early 380s B.C.

BURIAL NO. 384

Grave No. 384 was a burial of a male (?) aged 45–50 years old and interred with nu-
merous grave goods: a red-figure skyphos, amphorae from Mende and from an uniden-
tified production centre, grey-ware and handmade vessels of the Maeotian production, 
ornaments and various small objects.

The red-figure skyphos from this burial has a slightly uncommon profile – ​its height 
is somewhat greater retaining the diameter of the rim with the decrease of the diameter 
of the foot (Pl. 2); the walls near the bottom are distinctly compressed. Forms of black-
glazed skyphoi of a similar type are common for the second quarter of the 4th century 
B.C. 21 The manner of the painting also somewhat differs: a band of black glaze on the 
lower body is broader than that of the example from burial No. 253; on both sides, fig-
ures of youths in himation are depicted standing at some distance and facing each other. 
Between them, at the level of the face, a round object, possibly a tympanum, is repre-
sented (Fig. 2).

The first amphora (Fig. 3, 1) from this burial is a product of Mende of the ‘Portichello’ 
variant (II-B) and has a wedge-shaped rim separated by a slight cut from below, a high 
neck narrowing beneath the upper attachment of the handles, a smooth transition to-
ward the broad and almost horizontal shoulder, the body of almost conical shape, and 

17 Monakhov, Rogov 1990, 127–128, Pl. 4; Rogov, Tunkina 1998, 173, Fig. 7, №  19; 
Monakhov 2003, 80, Pl. 55, 4.

18 Monakhov 1999, 177–178, Pl. 65; 2003, 66, tabl. 42, 1–4; Monakhov et al. 2019, 124, Th.9.
19 Monakhov 1999, 162–163, Pl. 55.
20 Monakhov 1999, 234, Pl. 96; 2003, 66–67, Pl. 42, 4, 5; Kats 2015, cat. 32.
21 Sparkes, Talcott 1970, pl. 16, no. 350.
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widened profiled foot with a hemispherical hollow. On the handle there is a relief stamp 
in the form of the letter “Δ” in a triangular frame. Amphorae of this type are numerously 
recorded in a series of representative complexes, in particular in the eponimic Porticello 
Shipwreck, in kurgans No. 2 and at the Yelizavetovskoye necropolis (of 1909), kurgan 
No. 28 at the cemetery of ‘Plavni’, in the Chersonesean well of 1992, in room No. 32 
in Gorgippia, etc 22. Through Heraklean and Thasian stamps in these complexes, they 
are reliably datable to the first two decades of the 4th century B.C. Such Mendean am-
phorae were retrieved from two other burials of the Prikubansky necropolis (No. 32 and 
No. 157); moreover in the first of the latter, a Heraklean amphora with a stamp of the 
early fabricant Dionysios was found together with the amphora from Mende. The am-
phora from burial No. 157 mentioned above is practically identical to the one under con-
sideration; moreover, it was found accompanying a vessel of the next ‘Melitopol’ variant 
dating the amphora from burial No. 384 to within the 370s – ​early 360s B.C.

The second amphora from burial No. 384 is from an unidentified centre of produc-
tion (Fig. 3, 2). By the present day it finds no parallels. It has a small beak-shaped rim, a 
high neck flaring downwards, an ovoid body and a rather low carinated foot with a deep 
trapezoid hollow. The clay is dark brown on the outside with numerous black inclusions 
and large quantity of mica and red on the inside. Similar clay is occasionally found in 
Thasian vessels, however the common morphological features do not allow us to attri-
bute the given example to products of Thasian workshops. On the basis of the date of the 
Mendean amphora and the skyphos from this burial, this vessel (as also burial No. 384 
itself) is datable to the beginning of the second quarter of the 4th century B.C. 23

BURIAL NO. 186

It was a burial of a man (?) in a wooden coffin. Grave goods: a red-figure skyphos, am-
phorae from Mende and Knidos, the base of a black-glazed skyphos, a yellow-ware mor-
tar, a bronze cup, handmade and wheelmade grey-ware vessels (including a fish-plate 
and an askos), a spindle-whorl, a knife with a bone grip, a fragment of a mask-bead, a 
pebble, different jewelry and a bronze mirror.

The form of the red-figure skyphos is similar to the previously described one. The 
theme of the painting is the same: depiction of two youths in himation facing each other, 
between their heads a tympanum is placed (Fig. 4, 1). The manner of depiction is how-
ever more careful; the figures touch each other with elbows.

In addition, this burial yielded the foot of a cup-skyphos (Fig. 4, 2) reused as a small 
cup or a saltcellar. It is a very typical case for the Maeotian world. Only at the Prikuban-
sky necropolis, five foots of vessels of this kind are known 24. The presence of a decoration 
combining stamped and carved elements on the inside of the bottom of this foot suggests 
its date as the beginning of the 4th century B.C. 25

22 Monakhov 1999, 165, 176, 183, 188, 223, 233, 243, Pl. 57, 64, 68, 72, 93, 96, 99; 2003, 
91, Pl. 63, 2; Monakhov et al. 2017, 31, Fig. 7; 2019, 46–47, Fig. 26.

23 Limberis, Marchenko 2010, 323; Monakhov et al. 2018, 163, 164, Fig. 1, 1.
24 Limberis, Marchenko 2010, 342, №  21–25.
25 Sparkes, Talcott 1970, 112, no. 618.
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The first amphora from burial No. 186 is of Knidian production; it has a mushroom-
shaped outturned rim, a relatively low neck slightly tapering downwards (funnel-shaped) 

Fig. 2. Red-figure skyphos from burial No. 384 of the Prikubansky necropolis (КМ 11600/2186). Photo 
and drawings by the authors. Krasnodar, “Krasnodar Historical and Archaeological Museum-Reserve 
named after E. D. Felitsyn” (GBUK KK “KGIAMZ im. E. D. Felitsyna”)

0 3 sm
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with a distinct transition to the shoulder. The body is pythoid, the foot is broad carinated 
with a deep hemispherical hollow. The clay is light brown, soft and dense, containing 
sparse shell inclusions. Amphorae of this type some time ago were attributed as an inde-
pendent ‘Yelizavetovskoye’ variant of Knidian containers (Fig. 4, 3) 26.

There are numerous analogues to them. Firstly, a similar amphora comes from the cen-
tral burial of kurgan No. 5 of the ‘Five Brothers’ group of the Yelizavetovskoye necropo-
lis, whereas at the ritual deposit related with this burial, there were found three Heraklean 
amphorae with stamps of early fabricants Euridamos and Dionysios 1, as well as still a stray 
amphora (also from Heraklea) with the stamp of the early fabricant Kromnios 27. These 
facts provide us with a chronological link with the late 380s – ​early 370s B.C.

Quite a number of analogous Knidian jars come from several burials of the same Pri-
kubansky necropolis. Thus in burial No. 159, an amphora of this type was encountered 
together with a biconical Thasian one and a Sinopean amphora (type I-A), which, ac-
cording to all their analogues, are datable to within the end of the first – ​beginning of 
the second quarter of the 4th century B.C. 28 Moreover, the Thasian amphora bears the 
stamp Ἀριστείδ(ης) | Θασ|ι  Ἀριστα(γόρης) 29, belonging to the magistrate Aristidos who 

26 Monakhov 2003, 102, Pl. 71, 1–4.
27 Monakhov 1999, 251–253, Pl. 100.
28 Limberis, Marchenko 2018, 101, Fig. 3.
29 Reading by A. B. Kolesnikov.

Fig. 3. Amphorae from burial No. 384 of the Prikubansky necropolis: 1 – ​Mende (КМ 11600/2183); 
2 – ​unidentified production centre (КМ 11600/2188). Photo and drawings by the authors. Krasnodar, 
GBUK KK “KGIAMZ im. E. D. Felitsyna”
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Fig. 4. Imported object from burial No. 186 of the Prikubansky necropolis: 1 – ​red-figure skyphos 
(КМ 11600/415); 2 – ​base of black-glazed cup-skyphos (КМ 11600/439); 3 – ​amphora from Knidos 
(КМ 11600/440); 4 – ​amphora from Mende (КМ 11600/438). Photo and drawings by the authors. 
Krasnodar, GBUK KK “KGIAMZ im. E. D. Felitsyna”
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was active in the 350s B.C. 30 In burial No. 202 of the Prikubansky necropolis, a Knid-
ian amphora of this type was found together with another large amphora with a mush-
room-shaped rim from an unidentified production centre 31. In burial No. 224 of the 
same necropolis, the Knidian amphora of the ‘Yelizavetovskoye’ variant was associated 
with a Thasian unstamped amphora of the ‘developed’ biconical series and an Attic 
black-glazed bolsal 32. Similar bolsals were distributed particularly in the second half of 
the 5th century B.C.; in the next century, they began to loose their popularity because of 
the appearance of kantharoi, but their manufacture continued until the late 4th century 
B.C. 33 The closest analogue among the materials of the Athenian Agora is dated to the 
380–350 B.C., but its handles are raised upwards as is characteristic of the younger pot-
tery 34. The bolsal from burial No. 224 is probably dating from the beginning of the sec-
ond quarter, while the dates of the amphorae from the burial do not exceed the middle 
of the century.

Finally, burial No. 294з of the necropolis of Starokorsunskoye settlement No. 2, 
yielded together with a Knidian amphora of the same ‘Yelizavetovskoye’ variant yet an-
other Knidian amphora of the ‘Cherednikovy’ variant, as well as a black-glazed skyphos 
and a black-glazed kantharos of the second quarter of this century 35.

Thus the entire circle of reliably dated parallels indicates the second quarter of the 
4th century for the Knidian amphora of the ‘Yelizavetovskoye’ variant from burial No. 186.

The second amphora from the burial belongs to the Mendean production of the ‘Meli-
topol’ variant (Fig. 4, 4). As it was supposed before, this variant is a rather late one but 
the finds from burial No. 157 of the Prikubansky necropolis of at once two amphorae 
of the ‘Portichello’ and ‘Melitopol’ types suggest that for some time they were manu-
factured simultaneously. Nevertheless, considering a series of representative complexes 
with ‘Melitopol’ amphorae (kurgan No. 1 near the village of Olgino, kurgan No. 4s near 
v. Petukhovka, kurgan No. 14 near v. Gyunovka, kurgan No. 16 near v. Verkhny Ro-
gachik 36) it seems that the amphora from burial No. 186 should be dated to within the 
second quarter of the 4th century B.C.

Taking in account the dates of all the categories of imports, the chronology of burial 
186 may be placed within the second quarter of the 4th century B.C.

BURIAL NO. 262

It was the grave of a female (?) 30–40 years old and contained a fairly diverse funer-
ary inventory: a red-figure skyphos, amphorae from Knidos and Mende, a black-glazed 
saltcellar, Maeotian handmade and grey-ware pottery, diverse jewerly and numerous 
small objects.

The red-figure skyphos is morphologically identical to the previous one from burial 
No. 186 (Pl. 2). On its both sides, there are representations of two youths in himation 

30 Kats 2007, 415, Supplement II.
31 Limberis, Marchenko 2018, 101, Fig. 4.
32 Limberis, Marchenko 2018, 101, Fig. 5.
33 Sparkes, Talcott, 1970, 108.
34 Sparkes, Talcott, 1970, 108, no. 558.
35 Limberis, Marchenko 1997, 83, Fig. 2; Monakhov 2003, 102, Pl. 71, 3; 72, 7.
36 Monakhov 1999, 220, 276, 379, 381.
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facing each other: one with a staff in the right hand, the other – ​with a strigil in the left 
(Fig. 5, 1).

The saltcellar with a concave wall belongs to the variant with a recessed underside re-
sembling a pushed-in ring base. This form of saltcellars appeared in Attica in the second 
half of the 5th century B.C. and became most popular in the second and third quarters 
of the 4th century B.C. About 315 B.C., their manufacture ceased in Attica 37. Some 
researchers supposed that the importation of such saltcellars to the Northern Black 
Sea region had ended before the mid‑4th century B.C. 38, however analysis of the mass 
finds from North-Western Crimea and the Crimean Azov littoral has demonstrated that 
their main quantity comes from the cultural layers of the third quarter of the 4th cen-
tury B.C. 39 Saltcellars of this type were found also in burials nos. 230 and 346 of the 
second quarter of the 4th century B.C. at the Prikubansky necropolis 40. In addition, they 
are known among the ceramic complexes of the Maryanskaya 41 and Yelizavetinskaya 
No. № 7/1917 42 barrows. An example of the second quarter of the 4th century B.C. is 
the closest parallel among the materials from the Athenian Agora 43. These facts entirely 
correspond to the dating of the skyphos from burial No. 262.

The Knidian amphora from burial No. 262, in terms of its morphological parameters 
(Pl. 1), belongs to the type with a ‘high neck and mushroom-shaped rim’, although 
not to the ‘Yelizavetovskoye’ but to the ‘Gelendzhik’ or ‘Cherednikov’ variant (I-B or 
I-D) with flattened shoulders, less massive mushroom-shaped rims and a differing, very 
uncommon, profile of the feet (Fig. 5, 3). The distinguishing of the ‘Gelendzhik’ vari-
ant presently seems not much reliable and moreover only its single examples are now 
known. Only a single amphora of this variant has been encountered in the complex of 
burial No. 13 at the necropolis of settlement No. 2 near the Lenin khutor (farmstead) 44, 
and moreover in the association with an amphora produced in Erythrai. The latter has 
not been included in the summary of amphorae from Erythrai but, evidently, it has a 
number of parallels among the examples of arbitrary type III dated extremely widely to 
the middle or, perhaps, the third quarter of the 4th century B.C. 45 The closest analogues 
come from burial No. 652з of the necropolis of the Starokorsunskoye settlement No. 2 
where two similar vessels were found, as well as a fragmentary amphora from Peparethos 
and black-glazed ware generally dated to the second quarter of the 4th century B.C. 46 The 
abovementioned amphora from burial No. 294з of the necropolis of the Starokorsun-
skoye settlement No. 2 is of greater height and slightly lesser diameter.

From the above, it follows that the amphora from burial No. 262 can be dated to the 
second quarter of the 4th century B.C.

37 Sparkes, Talcott 1970, 137–138, nо. 921–938.
38 Rogov, Tunkina 1998, 171.
39 Egorova 2009, 38, №  359–371; Maslennikov 2012, 180, 182.
40 Limberis, Marchenko 2010, 335, №  37–39; 2017, 208, №  1–3.
41 ОАК for 1912, 54, Fig. 73, top right; Monakhov et al. 2019, 61, Fig. 46.
42 Galanina 2009, 89, Fig. 4.
43 Sparkes, Talcott 1970, 137–138, nо. 936.
44 Monakhov 2003, 102–103, Pl. 71.
45 Monakhov 2013, 40–41, Pl. V.
46 Limberis, Marchenko 2016b, 80, Fig. 3.
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Fig. 5. Imported object from burial No. 262 of the Prikubansky necropolis: 1 – ​red-figure skyphos 
(КМ  11600/1257); 2 – ​black-glazed saltcellar (КМ  11600/1223); 3 – ​amphora from Knidos 
(КМ 11600/1217); 4 – ​amphora from Mende (КМ 11600/1219). Photo and drawings by the authors. 
Krasnodar, GBUK KK “KGIAMZ im. E. D. Felitsyna”
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Amphora from Mende (Fig. 5, 4) is similar to the vessel from burial No. 186 described 
above and also is datable to within the second quarter of the 4th century B.C.

Generally, the burials with amphorae and red-figure skyphoi in the ‘fluent’ style 
are datable to within a fairly limited range of the 380s–350s B.C. Comparison of the 
dates of these two categories of grave goods, along with a consideration of known ana-
logues of the little numerous other imports has allowed us to obtain slightly more nar-
row dates than those defined earlier, to describe in more details the chronology of the 
skyphoi and to date the complexes in general. In turn, this enables us to define more 
precisely the time of the manufacture and use of different objects of Maeotian produc-
tion, mainly pottery.

Table 1
Metric parameters of amphorae from the Prikubansky necropolis 47

Burial 
No.

Production 
centre

Linear dimensions, mm Date, B.C. Fig.
Н Н0 Н1 Н3 D d1

253 Thasos 660 572 260 155 290 115
390s

1, 4
253 Thasos – 567 281 187 280 – 1, 3
384 Mende 710 576 290 213 358 116 370s – ​early 360s 3, 1
384 Unidentified 

centre 700 668 300 160 315 100 370-е – ​early 360s 3, 2

186 Knidos 706 675 310 150 420 176 Second quarter of the 
4th cent.

4, 3

186 Mende 786 635 290 202 344 110 Second quarter of the 
4th cent.

4, 4

262 Knidos 678 630 270 170 366 140 Second quarter of the 
4th cent.

5, 3

262 Mende – 612 280 209 340 96 Second quarter of the 
4th cent.

5, 4

Table 2
Metric parameters of skyphoi from the Prikubansky necropolis

Burial 
No.

Manufacturing 
centre

Linear dimensions, mm Date, B.C. Fig.
Н d of throat d of base

253 Attica 100 121 73 390s – ​early 380s 1, 2
384 Attica 109 123 61 370s – ​early 360s 2
186 Attica 113 122 67 Second quarter of the 4th cent. 4, 1
262 Attica 113 126 73 Second quarter of the 4th cent. 5, 1
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